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AFklKAANS FARMERS IN THE TRANSVAAL 
A QUALITY-OF-LIFE PROFILE 

Pi ........ Hugo 

ThIS pape ... I S a sho ... t. edi ted ex trac t taken from a lonller 

backg ... ound study on RiQhtwing PolItics in South Af ... ica by the 

sam. author. The ful I v .... sion may be found in a doctoral thesIs 

"Afrikaner Fa ... me ... s in the T ... ansvaal I A Study of Attitudes to 

Changing Socio-Economic Conditions." (Unive ... sityof Zimbabwe.) 

The pu ... pose of this study is to focus on the Qual ity of I ife of 
I' 

345 Afrikaans farme ... s in two regions of the Transvaal. 

The concept "Qual i ty of I ife" encompasses a b ... oad ... ange of 

different elements. According to Human and Smedley, it refers 

to a ·pe ... son· s pe ... ception of his well-being" where perception 

entails "a person's views and feel ings at a specific time about 

himself and hIS environment. whIch In tu ... n a ... e a function of the 

reia.tlonshlp between hIS sub,lectlve reallt)' and tr,~ 

ob.lectlve realItIes." (I) 

We I I -be I nq refer·s to "feelings of sat I sfact I on or 

dissatIsfactIon. content 0 ... discontent, paIn or pleasure." 

rhe central "Quallty-of-Ilfe" aspects in this pape ... are socl.al. 

economIc and security-related Issues. 

The study focussed on two broad groups of farmers. "[he fi ... st 

group of 252 respondents was located In the Northwestern 

Transvaal in the distrIcts of Marlco. Rustenburg, Thabazlmbl. 

Waterberg. Potgletersru5. Soutpansbe"'g and MeSSIna. The second 
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group, comprising 93 respondents was concentrated in the Eastern 

Transvaal in the dit>tricts of Barbeton, Pilmrim's Ret>t and White 

(See Map) 

One of the most important aspects to emerge from the stud>' wa~ 

that a I arge group of 'Transvaal farmers (particularly 

concentrated in the NOrthwestern Transvaal) consider themselves 

relatively deprived within ,their own frame of reference. Indeed. 

the study.found that their perceptions were correct, relatIve to 

1-armer.s ,I n most other farml ng areas in the country and to wh I tes 

I n general 

The study also found that their perception has a bearing on their 

political views and their expectations of the "Quality 01- I I te" 

tha t should be enj6ye~ by blacK South Africans coupled with a 

predoml nant and strongl y, conservat i ve pol it I cal bi as. 

As far' as the Northwestern rransvaal in particular IS concerned, 

the tarmers 

economy of thelr:r'eqlon' IS at ItS lowest ebb In mar,y decades: LOr. 

th I S rna ter I a I 'I eve I~h'ey 'are 'arnon~1 the .• 1-0remost of' those whO +ace 

what a pr'otessor' of agricultural l'conomics has referred to as the 

need for South African agriculture to ready itself "tor a greater 

catastrophe than at any time in our history." The criSIS drought 

conditions Which have beset Sout~ Africa In 1983 - 1984 ha0e lent 

added substance to assessments sucr, as thIS. 

The respondents a.re. not only afflicted WI ttl 

part I cuI ar I y acu te 'economl c di f+'i cui ties. Equally' potent In 

their lives are concerns generated by the uncertain security 
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climAte ot their situation on ~outh Afrlca-s borders. Al though 

the major Incidences of politically Inspired acts ot Violence In 

~outh Atrlca have occurred In urban areas. the respondents live 

In the know ledge t hat the se t ac tiC S C ou I d a t an,- t I me also. or 

elJen predominantly. be aimed at rural areas where outlYing and 

Widely scattered farms. particularly In the border areas. would 

be slngularlv vulnerable. 
Wi th i n the resear-ch area. a saturation samp I I ng- strategy was 

!I.dopted. 10 thiS end an attempt was made to InterView every 

wh i te adult person residing permanently on a t"r-m. Wi th the 

exception ot nine IndiViduals. thiS was successfully accomplished 

dur In 9 a. per'lod ot E')(tensl'Je tleldwc,rk trClm .. June 1'7'79 to . .June 

1>-80. 

rabl e A Indicates the number ot generat ions the respondent-s 

taml lies have tarmed In their respective areas whl Ie lable 

shows the number of years which the respondent~ have Individually 

spent In these areas. 

particularly in the Northwestern Transvaal. strong 

historical family linKs to the local area and a large percentage 

0+ respondents who have spent a number ot decades in such an 

area. SEE 

POPULA r I eN TRENDS 

the phenomenon ot white depopulation constitutes a pOint ot 

Pivotal Significance In the Northwestern Transvaal border area. 

As relevant and reI iable demographic statistics are unavailable, 



TABLE A 
GENERATION OF RESPONDENTS IN NORTHWESTERN AND EASTERN TRANSVAAL 

I 
N-W, TVL. (N = 252) I E. TVL. (N = 93) 

GENERATION I COUNT % 
I COUNT % 

I 
1 48 19,0 I 8 8,6 

I 
2 i 84 33,3 I 48 51,6 

i 
3 I 60 23,8 I 20 21,5 

I I i 
4-5 I 60 23,8 I ~7 I 18,3 

I' I 

TABLE B , 
YEARS SPENT BY RESPONDENTS IN NORTHWESTERN AND EASTERN TRANSVAAL 

!'l-w. 7VL. (N = 246) E. rvL. (N 92) 

YEARS 
CCU!,>: % COUWf % 

:-1(' SC 2':'.3 2c 2" " 

l.1-20 ;. 12,6 23 25,') 

21-30 c· 
JL 2C.7 22 -' 23,9 

31-40 52 21 .1 1- l8,5 

41· 62 25,2 4 4,3 



the writer had to rely on his own estimates. 

It has been estimated that during the period 1968 - 78 the number 

of whi te farmers In South Africa dropped by 2L/.. from 93 UOU to 

12 000. (2) 

lHE NORTHWESTERN TRANSVAAL 

In view 0+ wide and authoritative recognition of the fact that 

the farmers of the cattle ranching areas Of the Northwestern and 

Northern rransvaal have left the land In appreciably greater 

numbers than the national average. 

estimated to have occurred between 

a drop ot at least 4u/. can be 

1970 - 1980 In the numbers ot 

bona fide farmers the districts of Marico, Rustenburg. 

fhabazlmbl, Waterberg, 

~3) 

Potgietersrus, Soutpansberq and MeSSina. 

ThiS percentage can be used as a rough guide in calculating a 

white farming population of about 21 000 In these 1980 total 

districts. The proportion of this population located in an area 

stretching inland for 50 Kms from Botswana and Zimbabwe, 

estimated to be In the region of 3000 - 5000. (4) 

can be 

lhe thinness of this white population in the border regions (with 

some 6cr/. of the farm units unoccupied by whi tes) (S) which 

encompasses an area of some 30 QUO square Kms, has been a source 

of Increasing concern to the authorities and to the farmers 

themselves. 

The black population of the seven above mentioned districts 

(urban and non-urban) increased by 41 253 to 364 940 between 1970 

4 



1980. It can be estimated that the blacK population on the 

white owned farms In the seven districts totalled about 24L ClOO 

I n 1"'~O 

old men. 

Of whom a high concentration are women. children and 

Comparing thiS estimate with the above mentioned tot,;..! 

for the white farming population (21 000) it can be concluded 

that blacKs in the farming areas of the seven districts mentioned 

outnumber whites by roughly 11 to one. 

1 n compar I son the people officially classified as ·colour~d" 

constitute a very small proportion of the population on the 

·whlte farms". In 1970 the total coloured population In the 

farming areas of the seven districts was 773. 

probably dwindled sl ightly by 1980. (7) 

(6) This total 

THE EASTERN TRANSVAAL: 

fhe white population In the three districts which border most 

closeli' on MozamblQue"lncreased from 21 176 In 197(J to 24 415 In 

1.,..80. Wt",I' e th~ t.lac}< pc,t.,ulatlc,r, tncr"ea:·ed fr"om 15CJ U6L to ~LI":: 

902 and the coloured population from 1 794 to 1 926. (8) In 197(J 

the populations In the farming areas of 8arbeton. Pi I gr i ms Re s t 

and White River were 13 678 whites. 127 029 blacKs and 724 

"coloureds." -fhere has been no marKed exodus from or Intlow Into 

these areas In the period 1970 to 1980. and In the absence of 

oftlclal (or" 0 the r rei I ab Ie) S tat 1St I c s. the best estimate that 

can be made IS that these tarmlnQ populations have remained more 

or less statIc SInce 1~7(J. (9) WIth blacks outnumbering whites OY 

abou t 9 - 1. 
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TABLE C 

1980 POPULATION DEMOGRAPHY FOR NORTHWESTERN AND NORTHEilN TRANSVAAL DISTRIC1'S 

(MARIGO, RUSTENBURG, THABAZIMBI, WATERBERG, POTGIETERSRUS, SOUTPANSBERG, MESSINA) AND 

EAS1'ERN TRANSVAAL DISTRICTS (PILGRIMS REST, WHITE RIVER, BARBERTON) : AND OF SOUTH AFRICA 

N-W AND N-TRANSVAAL DISTRICTS EASTERN TRANSVAAL DISTHJCTS SOUTH AFRICA") 

RACE TOTAL 
POPULATION a) 

FARMING b 
POPULATION ) 

TOTAL 
POPULATION a) 

VAIH~INr. b 
POf'IILATlON ) 

Whi te 87 497 21 000 24 415 I I f)'/S 4 4~3 273 

Black 364 940 242 000 20Cl 902 1// 029 l~ 970 019
c

) 

Coloured 2 347 '133 1 962 7'>'1 2 5~4 039 

Asiarl 2 487 '/:)~ '/94 b39c ) 

TOTAL 457 2'/1 263 FLI 231 034 141 4:l1 2] I'll 970C
) 

a) H.S.A. De~t. ul' Statistics S ta l is tical n\.-'!\N~ ['el ease. 1 b-~t-U{). pp. ~.-L 

b) ~sLimaLes as ex~lalned in text. 

c) ExcludJJlg Hepubljcs of Trunskt:i. BOIJhuthatswafiD £illd Vt:nd~j wtllcll Ilad d l:()mbined de faclu 
~(J"ulaLillll vi' 3 387 800 ill 1<)7H (1980 figur<cs unilv..,iI"bJe) . >;.A. J .Il,H, SUBVEY OF BAn: 

RELATIONS IN SOUTH AFHICA, 19'19. ".'11. 



'"he population statistics described above are summarized In l..!.£l! .fr.. 

ECONc.t1IC SITUATION. 

Economic considerations were reported by the respondents as 

constituting the central problem of their farming lives. When. 

for example, they were asked to select four factors which 

the most unfavourable influence on their farming. the 

overwhelming majority stressed their high production costs and 

low marKet prices for their products. 

different problems can be seen In Table D. 

TABLE. D 

PROBLE.MS 

Low prices for farming products 

Price ot tarmlnq necessl tie 

High Interst on loans 

Distances to farming necessities 

High labour costs 

Availability 0+ labour 

Unproductive labour 

Security Situation 

Non-working blacks on tarms 

fhe relative stress on 

NO 

308 

304 

185 

155 

126 

133 

85 

49 

31 

/'. 

89.2 

88.1 

53.6 

44.'" 

36.5 

3~.7 

24.6 

14.2 

8.9 

When asKed to Indicate the reasons for the high rate ot white 

depopulation 0+ farms In their area. a Similar stress on economic 

difficulties emerges. Of thre 278 respondents whose personal 



friends had a"bandoned tarmlng In thIPlr area. 76.1% Indicated that 

these trlends had done so on account of the unprotitability of 

tarmlng. 

In South Atrlca have a reputation for their negative 

presentation of the profitability of their occupation. In the 

present case. however-. their claims are strongly supported by 

factual eVidence. Over the period 1>'60/1 to 1970/1. prices of 

farming necessities on a nat I ona I basis Increased 

approximately II/.. This climbed steeply to 182/'. from 1970/1 

by 

to 

(101 Against nat I onal 

product-pr-Ices Increased by 141;', between 1971..)/1 and 1978/';> 'II) 

rhe unfavourable profltabi I Ity si tuatlon Indicated by these 

flqures helps to explain the fact that the number of whi til' 

tarmers In South Africa dropped from an estimated 106 000 In 1960 

to about 72 000 In 1978.(12) 

This exodus from the agricultural sector has continued unabated 

and although more recent official statistics are not available. 

I t IS estimated that there was a further drop ot 3 563 by the 

beginning of 1979. (131 

rHE NORTHWESTERN TRANSVAAL. 

In this cattle farming region a stark picture of economic 

disintegration became apparent. The average net income per 

tarmlng unl twas R12 058 In 1976/77 

1973/4. 

dec 1 i ned 

1 n the 

sharp I y 

period 1976/7 to 1977/8 

to RIO 233 a drop 

7 

a 20/'. Increase since 

the average Income 

of 18.4% below the 



1~73/4 figure.(14) 

An analysis of the economic situation on the Northwestern 

Transvaal farms based on 1978/79 figures concluded that the nett 

income per Rl00 capi tal investment was, on average, RI,45 and 

that average net Income per farming unit was R3 941 betore 

payment of annual interetit conwni tments on an average debt of 

R3 996. ( 15) 

This kind of income structure (which makes no allowance for the 

impact of inflation) leaves I ittle doubt about the substance 

underlying the respondents' 

difficulties. 

THE EASTERN TRANSVAAL 

articulation of their economic 

A notably less pronounced regression in economic conditions 

obtained here. The economic conditions in the Eastern lransvaal 

have long made It one of the most popular areas 0+ whl te 

population growth in South Africa. (16) It IS thus clearl. 

dlstlngulshatole +r-om the Nor-thwester-n Tr-ansvaal 

Comparing the total of annual average farming Income In three 

tYPical Eastern Transvaal districts and three tYPical 

Northwestern lranvaal districts. It is found that farming Income 

In 1960 In the Eastern Transvaal was more than double that In the 

Northwestern lransvaal. (17) It was found that more or less the 

same dl fterence between these two areas app I I ed In 1 ~70. 

ThiS I S made c I ear by compar I ng the percentage of tarml no OJn Its 

which were Incapable of generating a net Income of R2 500 per 

annum In 1970. ThiS percentage was 44.8 In the case ot the three 

8 



! 

----- --------

Northwestern Transvaal districts, and 29,6 tor the toastern 

fransvaal districts. (IS) In 1970, 4Z'; of the net annual farming 

fami I y Incomes In the Northwestern districts and 23% In the 

~astern districts were under R2 000. (19) Added perspective on 

these figures is revealed by the fact that an otficial committee 

of InQUiry Into agriculture estimated a net income of R3 500 as 

the minimum whereby these farmers could maintain an acceptable 

standard of living under condi tlons prevai ling In 1970. ( 20) I t 

IS also worth noting that the average net Income ot whl te 

tamll ies in South Africa In 1970 was R3 774, While the income of 

25/. of these fami I I es was under RL 458. (21 ) Lompar I nq these 

national Income figures With the abovE>-mentloned tarmlng tlgures, 

i t IS apparent that the Eastern Transvaal rE>spondents In this 

study comparE>d far more favourably With national flgurE>s than the 

Northwestern Transvaal respondents. 

At the time of writing thiS paper (February 1984) the relevant 

1980 census material was not yet availablE>, but the writer's 

observations and interviews indicate that the passage of nine 

years (betore the commencement of thiS study) had not 

sign i f i c an t I y above. fhe 

si tuation today has not changed Significantly.: 

The dispari ty outl ined may partially account for answ&rs to the 

Question. "In general how would yOU describe your I if& in your 

When offered a choice ot answers, 

discrepancies emerged: 

I'M Tvl 
E.a6t Tvl 

v4try good satisfactory 

64,7X 
4",1'1. 

9 

unsatlfactory 

13,9'/. 

3)~ 

the following 

not gOOd at al I 

10,3'/. 
O,O't. 

'-----



What IS par.ticularly striking is that 64,7% of Northw~stern 

Transvaal tarm~rs indicated satisfaction with their Ilve~-, 

despite objective economic deprivation and other problems. 

Respondents who painted an extremely bleak picture of the 

economic qual i ty of their _I ives and yet marked 'satistactor-y" 

were probed for an exp I ana t i on of th is apparen t anom& I y. r~,e 

answers tended to take. the fOrm of a res i gned shrug of the 

shoulders and statements such as. "What does it help to 

comp I a in?"; 01"." Ons moe t maar vasbyt." 

The writer's 
agr-Icultural 

interviews and observations wLth a number. of 
experts I-ndicated that the economic backward slide 

in the Northwestern Transvaal had probably increased during the 

1970's (especially in the per-iod 1978/9) compared to the Easter-n 

lransvaal. DUring thls.period. the sudden large increases in the 

price of fuel hi t .the bushveld farmers harder than· the Eastern 

lrans'~'aal ~ far·mers. sIne'? the- former do not have access to 

electriCity power- lines. 

Ther·e ar-e a number ot reasons for the retrogressive economic 

performance of the Bushveld Farmers: 

CLIMACTIC CONDITIONS: 

Ver-Y 10.~ rainfall ar,d hig~1 temperatures impose a severe strain on 

grazing the life blood of the cattle tarmer-. expensive teed 

has to be purchased when the veld cannot sustain cattle, or 

cattle have to be marKeted In large numbers. invariably at a 

loss. 

I II 



lhe climate also adversely affects crop growers, and Increases 

the risk of veld flr.s that can caus. a total loss of Ineom •• 

HlbH ExPbNDITURtl 

MarKeting costs Increase significantly because of the large 

travelled transport costs rose by 350% 

between 1970-77 with an added surge In the wake of the escalation 

of South African fuel-prices during 1979. (22) Nor does the 
cattle production peak in this area correspond wi th the period of 

high red meat demand (October to December.) \ 23) 

Long distances travelled to obtain farming neceSSities, V lsi t 

doctors or reach schools Increase tne fuel consumption of these 

t3.rmers. rr ave I over long distances on bad roads shortens the 

lite-span of vehicles and increases maintenance costs. 

LABOUR SHORTAGES: 

Farmers complain that the wages they can afford to pay cannot 

compare with those available to unskilled black workers In mining 

and Industry. Cash wages, which are supplemented by meal ie meal 

and meat, at the tim. of the study generally vari.d between R20 -

R40 per month. 

Despite Influx control laws designed to ensure an adequate supply 

of + arm labour, farmers complain that they still cannot get the 

necessary labour. (24) 

J n the words of one respondent: "They head for the bright 

lights. coca-cola, white bread and fish and chips 0+ the big 

Cities.", and when they return to visit "they Infect the farm 

II 
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workers with talk about politics and ne'ws 6f blacK strikes tor 

higher wages," 

Overall. distinct respondent preference for local blac~ people 

and for the local race situation ,n general over other areas In 

the country is apaparent, These prefer'ences were . typ I cal I>' 

accompan i 4fd by such references as one to the "resttulness and 

peace in our area as opposed to the burn i og and march I ng I n the 

rest o~ the country," 

HOMELANDS: 

The creation of Black "homela.nd" states has also pr?·,Ildl1d a 

r~fuge tor worKers who are either unable to find employment In 

the major ,ur'ban, centres (or, are legally prevented from dOing 

and who preter' a subsistence type existence in the .:homelands," 

(wher' e they ar~ beyond the reach of white coercion) tc. wor'V. I ng 
" 

tor available aQrlcul turll.l waQes. lhls cateQory of people proved 
,': ,.. -

a source c·t 'particular Ire to respc.ndents and found, ,~.rc.t:.at"e . . 
expression In the fact that 91.5/, ot resp?nd~ntsconsl dered 

ulaZlne-ss ll to be one of the char'acterlstlcs most applicable to 

blacKs In South Africa. D,scuss,ons ot the homeland POliCY, o~ 

~ I the government ge'nerally eliCited some variant of a reterence to 

blacks "sitting under a. tree" In areas procured tor them at the 

white taxpayers expense. 

UNEMPLuYED ~AMILiES LIVING ON ~A~HS. 

Most respondents have large concentrations of unemployed blaCK 

women and chlldre'n and old men on their farms for' whom they 



nevertneless provide In tne absence ot ~ounQer able-bodied men 

wno have departed tor greener pastures of tne towns. une ot the 

respondents expres~d the problem In these terms: "f'; 1\ tne l' oung 

men qo away to work Tor the b1q rn!ne bosses w~llle we have to look 

a.-tter their tamllles. 1I lhls sentiment was articulated b> 

temale respondent In the wake ot having been called out late at 

night to assist With the birth ot a Black woman s tenth en. 1 rj. 

~iear I Y 10% Ot the respondents reterred to the presence ot 

numbers ot "non-worklnQ blacKs" as on .. ot the tour major problems 

·:,r, tt"'le I r T :..rms. 

HIGH AGI:::, LOW EODUCATION: 

fhe average of the male farmer In the Northwestern Transvaal 

8ush\)eld IS 48, While 26,2% have eight years ot schooling or less 

and 50 ,B/'. have ten years of schooling or less. 

:~tudjes 0+ age and educational breaKdowns tor the E.astern 

fransvaal farmers as a whole are unavailable bu t the tlgures 

der I 'Jed trom the responden ts In th I S area are: 

average age: 41 years 

Eight year9. of schooling or less: 3, Zr. 

ren ;'ear-s or I ess school I ng: 

lhese tlgures Indicate a marKed contrast between these two areas. 

I 
" 

,~ 
'See fable E) 

I 
However as education Increases, there IS a narrowing ot the gap 

between the two re(;11 ons. At the educat I onal level of a 

university degree the difference between the two groups IS only 
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'fABLE I:. 

RESPONDENTS' EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICII'rIONS 

---- --'-r--- --r-, -- --- -.--- ----.--.----------. -1-·-------- ----

f:LJUCATION 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 

~;tJLJ " - Sf. t> I 

Sl 'I 

St II 

Sl 9. 

St 10 

S L 10 "ncJ dip' 

l-III TVL ( = 25'» I E TVI. (N = 93) N-lli. &- E. TVL (N=34~) I ALI. RESPONDENTS 
r. N 'I . MAL" (N _ Ifl~) I FEMALE (N _ lhfJ) I (N _ J4!,j 

I I. --r-------+- ----,----+------- -T---- -
COUNT %. COUNT I % COUNT I % I COUNT I % I COUNT I ':/. 

·-f-----+-----·l-I---- t------ I I I -f----.-
26.2 3 I 3,2 ]8 I ;'>0, " I 30 I 18, ~ I Gil I 19, n 

I I I I I I 
6.0 I 1 ,1 10 I '" <1 I b I :1,!l I 1 (, I <1, ' 

I I I I I I 
'18,7 21 I 22,6 34 I 10,.1 I ,.14 I 21,.1 I oil I 1'1,1< 

I I I I I I 
<',R 4 I 4,1 6 I t," I ~ I 3,1 I II I 

I I I I I I 
21,8 31 133,] 4'/ I 2!",1 I :19 I 24,!, I AI,; I,""" 

I I I I I I 
14,7 21 I 22, G 24 I 1:>, <t I 3'-> I ,J[ ,B I '"g I It" 

(,6 

15 

"'/ 

'/ 

55 

3'/ 

I I I I I I 
I Univ. degree <'5 9,9 12 I 12,9 26 I 1<1,0 I 11 I b,9 I ')'/ IO,ts 

I 'I I I I I 

'l'h(~ rhiljorilr 01' tlletie dipl(Jlflu:; t.u·~ of tt 1-2 yeal' t:ullC:aliouCil, tdchnicu.1 (n' <It''.lculturdJ lIatuJ'e. 



3% 

waul d compare favourable or perhaps surpass the rate In many 

other farming areas of SA. 

But the common inCidence of high age and generaly low educational 

qualifications are counterproductive In the careful 

accounting and scientifiC techniques necessary for 

farmer to survive economically. 

man ageme n t • 

the modern 

Respondents. mainly in the Northwestern Transvaal, felt deprived 

In respect at almost all of the everyday faci I ities which are at 

the disposal at other sections of their fellow (white) citizens. 

Foremost among these are sat i sfactory school i ng tac I I ties for 

the I r ch i I dren . Because of depopulation. many tarm schools that 

cater for primary classes are constantly threatened wi th closur~. 

Hany Bushveld schols survive through the willingness ot farmers 

to provide a home for orphans or- welfar~ depar-tment chlldr-~n from 

urban areas In order to supplement school enrolments. In some ot 

the I Olr ge r pr",mary schOOlS which have hostel these 

d~prlved chi ldren sometimes constitute UP to 8U--. at the 

number ot pup I Is. Parents who are not prepared to place 

total 

the I r-

very young children in boarding schools and who are too Isolated 

to justify the proviSion ot a school bus service. ar-e then ot ten 

compel led to travel long distances each day. 1 he smaller 

outlYing tarm schools which somet imes have as tew as tor t y 

pup i Is, also have difficulty In attractlnq young unma_rr led 

teachers who are put otf by the lonelIness and ab~ence- ot 

amenities. A number of these schools. With which the wr Iter 

become wei aCQuainted. ar-e dependent upon WI ves 'some we I I past 

14 



retor&>mltnt aglt) of local farmltrs to foil 

who I&> prlt-prlmary education facolo toes arft non-existltnt. Thlt only 

hogh schools are located in thlt I arger rural towns and as a 

result almost all cho Idren of this age are weekly bordltrs. fh i s, 

on tur·n. serves as an additional drain on parents' t imlt and 

money, woth some parents having to travltl 350 kms every week~end 

to fetch and return their children to school. 

Respondents who are parltnts of young children percltivlt the worth 

of education in a comp&>titiv&> modern Itnvironm&>nt. In many caslts, 

encount&>red by the w\iter, an awareness of this kind is made morlt 

acute by what IS seen as an escalating and ultimately inevitabllt 

+ul I-scale competition betwlten black and white tor employment 

opportunities. 
When asked to express a preference betweltn the educational 

situation in their own area compared to elsewhltre, only 21,6X of 

thlt r&>spondents in thlt Northwestltrn Transvaal favourltd thlt.ir own 

area. That a higher percentage (43,~/.) of respondents in th. 

Eastltrn 'fransvaa I simi.larly favourltd thltir own arlta, ill 

attributable largely to thlt population stability of 

which has nltgated problems of th i s sor t occasi onl!d by 

depopulation in thlt Northwl!stern Transvaal. The eastern 

Transvaal has many morl! large towns with commensurately mort 

extensivlt amenities than .the small farming villages of the 

Northwestern Transvaal BUllhvltld. In general terms. the tconomlc 

and demographic situation in thlt East.rn Transvaal Is more 

conducive to a stable Itducational structure. 
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RELIGIC>l 

ReI iglon plays a significant and highly visible role In the lives 

0+ the responden t s. (Nederdults Gere t or-meerd: 69.5%; 

Gereformeerd: 9,9'/.; Hervormd: 14,5% and other-: 2.8:'.) 

Only 3,5/'. of respondents stated no denominational atflliatlon. 

Ov4tr 7~/' attend church s4trvices at least once every two week$ 

wh i Ie under 5% 5eldom or never do 50. About 50% of each group 

have to travel between 40 and 50 Kms to attend ~abbatth $erVlces. 

Hany respondents mentioned that were it not for the additional 

fuel involved they would attend church more otten. 

Nearly 80% of all respondents still indulge In a daily religious 

practice 

service 

devotion 

that most often Involves I istening to a short religious-

over the radio and in tewer cases r,ol di ng a taml I y 

in the torm of a Bible reading. a prayer and sometimes 

the Singing 0+ a hymn. 

and atter every meal. 

In almost every home grace IS said betore 

I t could t,E' conjectured that reI19Iou:. IntIUE'nce~ hat,'E' atfected 

tne r-elatlve stability ot the respondent's- family II'Jes, Ot the 

345 respondents. ";'-5, 7~;~ wer'e mar'r I ed and 65. e.>. ot tr-Ie coup I E'S t'lad 

three or more children while 33.8% had tour or more. Ut all the 

r-espondents only 1.7;-; had been divorced. I tiS the ret or- e not 

surprl~lnq to find hat whwen asked to exerCise a preterence 

between the Quail b' +0 family I ife In ti",eir- own rural environment 

as opposed to elsewhere. 91.8% ot the responder. ts chose the I r ClAln 

Sit u a t I on ~ 
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CXloMJNITY LIFE J\ND PRCSLEMS: 

Only 14,9"/. of respondent5 in thll Northwestern Transvaal ar-II 

satisfied with health facllitill5 in their ar-ea compar-lld with 

54.8% of the easter-n Transvaal respondents. Deteriorating public 

services and lacK of power-I ine electricity are seen by Northern 

lransvaal respondents as further impediments to the qual ity of 

life. 

postal 

Many post offices havlI shut on account of Insufficient 

traffic and farmers either have to fetch mail 

nearest town or wait an unsatisfactori Iy long period on account 

of curtailed postal deliveries. 

In an age of teleVision, thse farmers also feel deprived In 

respec t of Qua I i ty of recep t I on, where recep t I on I ndeed Is 

possible at al I. 

the Nor-thwestern 

Respondents who have television sets (51,2% In 

Transvaal and 70,0% in the Eastern Transvaal 

have to spend SUbstantial sums of up to Rl 500 on speCial 

reception-boosting 

those respondents 

equipment. 

unable to 

The sense of deprivation among 

acquire reasonable 

reception needs to be seen in the context of the absenclI of other 

torms of evening entertainment within a reasonable distance. In 

one portion of thll NW Transvaal. stretchlnQ for nearly 130 kms 

long and 60 kms wi de an"d occup i ed by about 250 fami I i e., there 

are two tennis courts. These are located on the grounds of one 

of the large rural schools and are patronized b~ the more wealthy 

farmers who can aftord the timll and money Invol~ed. sOme travel 

50 Kms for a game of tennis. 

sporting amenities exist. 

for the rest no local alternative 

17 



D~population In th~ Northwestern Transvaal has also led to a 

decrease or breaKdown of regular inter-taml Iy visiting which had 

be~n the outlYing farmers' traditional substitute Tor lacK of 

other recreational facilities. 

Most of th~ vacated land has gone to absentee farmers. 

More attractive emoployment opportunities In non-agricultural 

lIec tors and the more intensive nature of modern farmi ng, In 

conjunction With the unprotitability 0+ tarmlng (particularly In 

the Northwestern Transvaal), have all contributed to the 

d i sso I uti on of two-fami Iy (father and son) +armlng on one farm. 

Of the 179 farms Visited during the research, only nine hosted 

father and son combinations. Legislation has also terminated the 

traditional inheritance practice of a father diViding his farm 

into a number' of uneconomic unlt~·. AI I 0+ these developments 

have In turn eroded intra-family coheSion and tne SOCt:,1 

support,veness whlcn char'acterlzed the livE's· OT earlier Atrlkar,er 

farming communi ties. 

SI:.CURIT'l SITUATION 

AI I the respondents in this study are located on South Afrlca's 

t ron t i • r s. "The I arger group in the Northwester'n I r'ansvaal border 

on Bot swan a and th e sma I I er' gr oup In the Eas t er n Tr an sv aa I bor'der' 

on MozambiQue. The respondents ar'e In the front lines of a 

country surrounded b~' pol itlcally hostile black 5tates., whose 

publ I c pronouncements maKe no secret at their determination to 

witness and assist the demise 0+ white minority rule In SouH, 

Itl 



A~rlca. ~rhls paper was written before the accord of Nkomati.) 

Ihe stategic location of the farmers on ~outh Africa's borders 

has been widely publ icised in the pronouncements of prominent 

political and mil i tary leaders in the country. One South African 

general is actually on record as stating that the rural 

population holds the "key to the entire struggle- for ·survival· 

In which the country is engaged. (25) 

"I I South African press reports have given regular and detailed 

coverage to security threats in the rural areas. The following 

type o~ -tront-page headl I nes are typ i cal: "Pol I ce catch 170 

terrorlsts.~ (26) "Terrorist weapons Seized" (~7) "Vendaland is 

ideal hiding-place for terrorists· (28) ·We must protect our 

border farms· (29) etc. 

Press references to SA's border security problems have been 

given boosted emotive'sal ience by South Africa's participation 

In the conflict on Namibia's northern borders. - Insurgent attack .. 

on white farms in this area receive extensive' press publicity 

with few of the traumatic details spared (30) 

Pol itical spokesmen have echoed the military In expressing 

concern about the impact of white depopulation on the .ecurity 

situation in the border area.(31) Organised agriculture has also 

added its voice to stressing the -extremely important stategic 

role· played by border farmers. This theme has featured strongly 

in the appeals of farmers for officiat measure. to as .. lst th, 
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IPconomy of the border areas and so create conditions for white 

repopulation. (32) 

Far-mlng JOUrnals also glV': promln.:nc.: to secur-I t,' Issue:-, giving 

adviclP on detenclP and reporting incidents of Insurgency. (33) 

! 
Bu t how do the respondents who ac tual I y I I ve In the se a.reas. 

I' 

i perceive the situation? When the writer entered the field, 

informed by the common and broadl y expressed concer-n for- the 

security climate In the research areas. It was anticipated tha t 

the same concern wou I d domi nate the mi nds of the vast major-Ity Of 

respondents. In fact, the responses evok.:d negated thiS 

expectation. When asKed whether they preferred th.: lOe cur It)' 

si tuat i on in their own areas to that elsewhere in South Africa. 

53,4% of the respondents a$ a whole chose their own areas while 

only 21,8"/. found the situation preferable In other ar-eas. (24.b/. 

were uncpr'tal n abou t their preter·£once~ . .> 

1 he corr-esporodl n9 figures tor the Nor thwester-n I r-ansc'aa I and the 

Eastern Transvaal respondents were 

t-a.J Tvl Eastern 1 v I 

Prefer Own Area 46,2"/. 

Prefer other areas 23.Y/. 16.3/. 

Not sur e 

In another Question respondents wer-e given a list ot nlr,e tactors 

which were hypotheSized as haVing an unfavourable affect on the 

Quality 0+ their lives. See lable lI. 



In the Northwestern Transvaal. 1S',5% of the 

respondents selected the securIty sItuation from the list, while 

only 3,3% ot those from the Eastern lransvaal did so. When the 

14,Z/, of all respondeAts who selected the ·securlty situation" is 

analysed In terms of sex, it IS tound that 22,3% ot the females 

and 7,6% of the males specified the ·securlty situation," 

The main pOInt to emerge from thIS summary ot statistics is that 

the secur I ty Issues OCCUpy a relatively low-stated priorIty in 

the minds ot the respondents. To the extent that security 

anXIeties eXIst, they appear to be decidedly more pronounced 

among respondents of the Northwestern Traansvaal than those of 

the Eastern TrQnsvaal, whIle females are more prone to securl ty 

concerns than males. 

The regional differences were surprising Eastern 

Transvaal respondents border di·rectly on Mozambique which has 

afforded a South African headquarters to the African National 

Congress which IS committed to the revolut,onary overthrow of the 

present power structure In South Africa • 

.. 
The explanation probably lIes in the tact that the wh I tit 

depopulation of the Northwestern Transvaal border ar.a In 

combination with its extenllive cattle ranching economy has left 

these areas sparsely populated by white. in contrst with an 

absence of depopulation and the mixed more intensive nature of 

smaller farming operations in the Eastern Tranllvaal. 

lhe writer"ll fIeld experiences and in particular his contacts 
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with key Informants indicate. that answer'S to secur I ty 

related Questions on the part of many respondents should not be 

taken at face value. Discussion 0+ security Issues, especially 

wi th outsiders, 15 unpopular among border far·mers. 1 n many 

reference to th IS tOPIC would be met with the 

"We are much sater than you people in the cities", or 

"I am not at all !Ocared of the terror I lOtIO" or "Terror I sm I s not a 

factor Thi!O IS the most peaceful part of the country, 

Just compare our situation with the bombs and rioting In th r'est 

of the country,", 

Those who argue In thiS manner may simply be Indulging In a torm 

of anxiety or fear repreSSion, Ihey do not want to abandon their 

tarms, I t may also be noted that 94,2% 0+ the r'espondents 

rep I led in the affirmative to te question: 'Would you say that 

whatever the problems you may be experiencing In your area you 

OJOU I d stili ne'Jerth@cless prter )'our present lite 1:0 a. lIt€' In a 

CIt j'!" In prevailing and ardlclpated clr"cums:tances: 

propens I ty to rationalize and repress anXIE'tles about secur' I ty 

problems may be requlrea tor pSYChological survival, 

The border farmers are alSo conSCIOus ot the + ac t t hat the 

association which IS popularly made between the ter·m . bordE'r 

area. and I nsurc;lency. does not augur WE'I I tor the ecor.oml C 

ana deslrE'd white population ot these a.r·e as. lhe 

border tarmers. especially In the Northwestern Transvaal have 

made concerted attempts to persuade the government to Invest 

large sums of money In the upllttment ot their areas and they 



real I se tha t this money IS unl iKely to be forthcoming If I t 

appears that they WI II vacate their farms as a direct result of 

security problems. Farmers In both of the research 'areas of thiS 

have already experienced dfTlculty, In their deal ings With private 

T I nanc I al Institutions, who have been hesitant to grant loans 

At th IS 

attitude 

stage a 

probably 

"Let's-wait-and-see: 

best characterizes 

What-else-can-we-do?" 

general security 

perceptions. 

In the me an t I me , all responden t shave equ i pped the i I' homes wi th 

radio communication and most have large and ferocious dogs. 

They use 

representatives 

areas. These 

borders, the 

the i I' nat i on a I 

elltc ted agricul tural and political 

to press for added security measures in their 

include stepping up of patrols on international 

stationing of soldiers in the border area. 

service; grants for protective farm 

dur i ng 

house 

instal lations such as security fencing; ,added secur i ty for' 

school busesl the tarring of roads as an impediment to land mInes 

and aided-settlement schemes for ex-Rhodesian farmer. whO are 

experienced in bush-war condition •• 

Concern has also been articulated about the security implication. 

of absentee landlord ownership of vast tracts of land in tthe 

Northwestern Tranllvaal. Such landownder. have lono been a .ourCe 
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ot aggravation to the bona tIde resIdent tarmers. lhe former are 

usually wealthy protesslonal people who purchase tarml ng I and 

with a vIew to capital apprecIatIon and as an Inflation hedge and 

/or In to aVOId taxatIon on theIr large professslonal 

Demand for avaIlable farmIng land, swelled by the marKet interest 

of profeSSIonal people, has had the effect ot drIVIng land prIces 

up to levels which ordInary tarmers can rarely match. (34.1 As 

result of the absentee landlord factor, prospectIve young tarmers 

find It difflcultor impossible to enter farmIng. ~~5) 

From the security ViewpOInt, Key Intormant respondents in the 

Northwestern Transvaal noted that absentee landowner: 

deprive the communIty ot able-bodied (whIte) men able 

theIr of local commando dutle:. Ihat t ar·m~ 

entlreh under superVISIon ot blacK foremen tor 

str-e tches w I thou "any contrOl" was also a source of 

concern to respondents. 

further 

to do 

I e- t t 

I en9 tt"t!' 

:E'curlty 

DurIng 

DENSI ry 

the tleld rsearch tor thIS study the PROMO r I ON OF THE 

Of- POPULATl ON I N DES I GNATED ARt:-:AS ACT (Act 8! of 19791 

was promulgated. In a publ i shed :tatement, the Deputy MInIster 

ot Agr- I cu I ture announced that thiS Act was nece~sary In or d€'r 

that "DepopulatIon should be countered In certaIn strategl cal I)' 

51 tuated areas." (36) ThIS Act IS, In realIty, excluslvel,' 

concerned With measures to promote the Inflow ot whItes. loth I: 

end provIsIon IS made In the Act tor exceedingly favourabl e 
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tlnanclal assistance 

to areas designated 

to tarmers who are located 

~ the government. \ 37> 

In, or who move 

first such 

·de s I qn a t i on took place in February 19~3 and referred to an area 

approximately 50 Kms Inland from South Afrlca'·s borders with 

Botswana and Zimbabwe and 30 kms Inland trom the Mozambique 

border. \38) 

LAtiOUR RELAT I ONS 

rhe shortage 0+ black labour experienced by farmers in this study 

IS relevant. not only to understandinq the economic climate In 

which they live, but also illuminates and carries Impl icatiOns, 

as tYPltled by the tol lowing response: "As a result of the 

shortage~+ labourers no employer ('baas') can any longer afford 

to treat his labourers in an~ way that is other than decent and 

conci I iatory. We farmers are dependent on them and the blacks 

know it only too wei I. It requires a fine sense of diplomacy in 

order to recruit labourers, to keep them and then to get a day's 

work out of them." 

Harshness and physi·cal assault of black workers by farmers, which 

may wei I have been found in earl ier periods, was not observed. 

On the contrary, Inter-face relations with worker. were generally 

characterized by behaviour ranging from friendly paternal ism to 

coldness and an authoritarian indifference. In the main. 

manifestation of such behaviour patterns was usually a function 

ot the general personal ity 0+ the respondent If a 

respondent was a friendly, outgoing or jovial person In 

relationships with whites he would tehd to repl icate the.e 

characteristics in dealings with his black workers. If on the 
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other hand, a respondent was generally reserved or unfriendly. 

traits would also fi Iter into relatlonhlps with black 

employees. t::ven the latter group of respondents. In the wrlter·s 

experience, rarely shouted at or verbally abused their workers. 

In one such observed case. a black worker evoked a torrent of 

abuse after smashing his employer's vehicle. On another 

occasion a black worker suffered a similar fate after uSing hiS 

employer's tractor, without permi~sion, to visit friends lafter 

the trac tor had had to be towed in tor repairs fol lOWing a 

breakdown. ) This was, in fact, the second occasion on which the 

worker had used the tractor without permiSSion. fha t thiS 

worker'S services nevertheless retained IS 5 i gr. I tic an t 

testimony to the dependence ot respondents on a Imlted supply 

of 1 abour . The handful of physical assaults on blacks of which 

the wr iter was informed by respondents. were apparently 

attributable control 

In the face of what he saw as unbearable pro'v1ocatlon. In one 

case, a respondent in diSCUSSing relations With hiS black 

workers~ men t i oned tht they In tac t constituted hiS only 

compan Ions. collaboratlvely laboured With them al day long 

and In his vie-wI 1 ife would be miserable were relationships i' 

characterized by unremitting tension and emnlty. He reoretted 

having to admit. however~ that on one occasion he had lost hiS 

temper and beaten up one of hiS worKer who had got drunk arid 

neglected to water hiS cattle for a serious len 9th ot tlmne. 
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InfreQuency ot gross behaviour towards black work~rs IS probably 

turther related to warnings from th~ authorities to th~ farmer~ 

that In any deteriorating security-situation, their safety wil I 

heavily depend on work~r wi II Ingnes5 to co-operat~ In anti­

Insurgency strategy. When the respondents were asked to 

describe relations with black workers. 54.5% said they were ·very 

good" while 39,o;>'/. said that they were "satisfactory." Onl y 4,7"/. 

characterized relations with black workers as ·unsatis+actory· or 

·very bad.· 

As far as those percentage breakdowns are concerned. there was 

hardl}' any di fterence between respondents from the two regions. 

Those respondents who felt that their relations with their black 

worKers were satisfactory or very good were then asked to 

indicate to what they ascribed this situation. In a breakdown of 

reasons advanced, 41,o;>'/. of the respondents ascribed the 

satisfactory relationships to the fact that they treated their 

workers well and fairly. These respondents usually 

volunteered how. for example, they tended to the health 0+ their 

worKers, made certain that they had sufficient to eat, listened 

sympathetically to problems or how they did not expect their 

workers to work any harder than they themselves were prepard 

to do. 

Another section ~36,~/,) 0+ the respondents Singled out the fact 

that they understood the black man's language and traditions and 

that this knowledge 0+ the "Black mental ity· enabled them to 
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apply & psychological strategy whereby they could empathlse with 

\and make allowances for) the problems and failings of 

workers, 

Interestingly 12,4% of respondents focussed on their recogntlon 

of the ne.d to respect the black man's "dignity as a human 

being", 
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