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AFRIKAANS FARMERS IN THE TRANSUAAL
A QUALITY-OF-LIFE PROFILE

Pierre Hugo

This paper 18 a short, edited extract taken +from a longer
background study oﬁ Rightwing Politics in South Africa by the
same author. The full version may be found in a doctoral thesis
“afrikaner Farmers in the Transvaal: A Study of Attitudes to

Changing Socio-Economic LConditions.® (University o# Zimbabwe.)

The purpose of this study is to focus on the quality of life of
7

345 Afrikaans farmerg in two regions of the Transvaat.

The concept “"quality of life" encompasses a broad range of
different elements, According to Human and Smedley, it refers
to a “"person s perception of his well~being® where perception
entails "a person‘s views and feelings at a specific time about

himgself and hts environment, which in turn are a function of the

dialectical reiationship between his subgtective reality and the
objective realities.” (1)
Well~-being refers to "feelihgs of satisfaction or

disgsatisfaction, content or discontent, pain or pleasure."”

The central "quality-of-life" aspects in this paper are social,

economic and security-related :ssues.

The study focussed on two broad groups of farmers. The first .
group of 252 respondents was located 11n the Northwestern
Transvaal in the districts of Marico. Rustenburg, Thabazimbi,

Waterberg, Potqoietersrus, Soutpansberg and Messina. The second
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group, comprising 93 respondents was concentrated in the Eastern
Transvaal in the districts ot Barbeton, Pilmrim’s Rest and White

River. (See Map) .

One of the most ihoortant aspects to emerge‘fbom the study was

that a large aqroup of ’Transvaq) farmers . (partlcularly'

concentrated in the Nor thwestern Transyvaal) consider themselves
relatively deprived within .their own frame of reference. Indeed,
the study .found .that their perceptions were correct, rglat-ve to
tarmers 1n most other farming areas in the country and to whites

in qeneral. . . . . . .

The study also found that their perception has a bearing on therr

Dolitnca\ views and their expectations of the "guality of lite"

. - - T N -
that should be enjoyved by black South Africans coupled with a

o . .
predominant and stronqly conservative political bias.

As far as the Northwestern [Transvaal in particular 1s concerned,

vs

the +armers of the reqion are beset with difficilties: The
. N N « 3 N ” - - . B 1

economy o+ their reqton 1€ at i1ts lowest ebb in many decadecs. ur
. A . S . .- : ;

this material level they are among the toremost of those who tace

what a protessor of aaqricultural economics has re;erred to as the
need for South A+rican agriculture to ready itself "for a areater
catastrophe than at any time in our history." The crisis drought
conditions which have beset South Africa in 1983 - 1984 have lent
added substance to assessments such as this.

The respondents are, howe&er. not oniy atflicted wi th

particularly acute economic ditficulties. Equally”’ potent in
their lives are concerns qenerated by the wuncertain security
2



climate o+ their situation on South Atrica s borders. Al though
the major incidences of politically i1nspired acts ot violence n
South Africa have occurred tn urban areas, the respondents live
tn the kKnowledge that thesce tactics could at any time also, or
even predominantly, be aimed at rural areas where outiy:ing and
widely scattered farms, particularly 1n the border areas, would

be sinqQularly vulnerable.
Within the research area, a saturation "sampling  strategy was

adopted. To this end an attempt was made to Interview every
white adult person residing permanently on a tarm. With the
exception o+ nine indtviduals, this was successfully accomplished
during a period ot extensive tieldwork trom June 1779 to  Jurne
1v3uU.

fabte A Indicates the number of qenerations the respondent’'s
tamilies have tarmed in their respective areas while Table B
cshows the number of years which the respondente have individually

spent 1n these areas.

fhey reveal, particularty in the Northwestern Transvaal, strong
historical tamily links to the local area and a large percentage

ot respondents who have spent a number ot decades in such an

area. SEE TRBLES A + B.

POPULATION TRENDS

the phenomenon o+ white depopulation constitutes a point of
pivotal significance i1n the Northwestern Transvaal border area.

As relevant and reliable demographic statistics are unaval lable,
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the writer had to rely on his own estimates,

[t has been estimated that during the period 1768 - 78 the number
0of white farmers® 1n South Africa dropped by 224, +rom 93 00U to

72 Q000. (2)

THE NORTHWESTERN TRANSUAAL
in view of wide and authoritative recognition of the fact that

the farmers of the cattle ranching areas of the Northwestern and

Nor thern fransvaal have lett the land in appreciably greater
numbers than the nattonal average, a drop o+ at least 404 can be
estimated to have occurred between 1970 - 1980 1n the numbers ot

bona fide tarmers N the districts ot Marico, Rustenburqg,
Thabazimbi, Waterberq, Potgietersrus, Soutpansberg and Messina.
“3)

This percentage can be used as a rough Quide in caiculating a
1980 total white farming population of about 21 000 in these
districts. The proportion of this population located in an area
stretching inland for SO kms from Botswana and Zimbabwe, can be

estimated to be tn the region of 3000 - 3000. <4

The thinness of this white population in the border reqgions (with
some o&0% of the +arm units unoccupied by whites) (5) which
encompasses an area of some 30 QUU square Kms, has been a source
of increasing concern to the authorities and toc the farmers

themselves.

The black population of the seven above mentioned districts

(urban and non-urban) increased by 41 253 to 364 940 between 1970
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- 1980. It can be estimated that the black population on the
white owned farms 1n the seven districts totalled about 24z 00U
tn 1Y80 -—- of whom a high concentration are women, children and
old men. Comparing this estimate with the above mentioned tcta:
for the white farming population <21 000> it can be concluded
that blacks in the farming areas of the seven districts menticned

outnumber whites by roughly 11 to one.

In comparison . the people officially classified as "coloured*
constitute a very . small proportion of the population on the
"white farms". In 1970 the total coloured population in the
farming areas of the seven districts was 773. (8> This total

probably dwindled siightly by 1980. (7)

THE EASTERN TRANSUAAL :

The - white popuiation in the three districts which border most
closely on Mozambigue increased from 21 178 1n 1970 to 24 419 n
1920, whtie the biack population increacsed trom 150 UsZ to 22Ul
902 and the coloured population from 1 794 to 1 926. (8> 1In 1970
the populations 1n the farming areas of Barbeton, Pilgrims Rest
and White River were 13 478 whites, 127 029 blacks and 724
"coloureds."” There has been no marked exodus from or intliow into
these areas in the period 1970 to 1980, and tn the absence of
ofticial (or other reliable) statistics, the best estimate that
can be made 1s that these +arminqg populations have remained more
or less statné since 1970, (9) with blacks outnumbering whltes (<34

about ¢ - 1.




TABLE S;

1980 POPULATION DEMOGRAPHY FOR NORTHWESTERN AND NORTHERN TRANSVAAL DISTRICTS
(MARICO, RUSTENBURG, THABAZIMBI, WATERBERG, POTGIETERSRUS, SOUTPANSBERG, MESSINA) AND

EASTERN TRANSVAAL DISTRICTS (PILGRIMS REST, WHITE RIVER, BARBERTON)} : AND OF SOUTH AFRICA

I | ] N

| N-W AND N-TRANSVAAL DISTRICTS | EASTERN TRANSVAAL DISTRICTS | SOUTH AFRlCA“)|

! | | |

[ ] f l | l

RACE | TOTAL a) | FARMING b) i TOTAL a) | FARMING b) | |

| POPULATION } POPULATION | POPULATION | POPULATION | |

| I 1 | | |

T ] | I j |

white | 87 497 | 21 000 | 24 415 | 13 678 | 4453 273 |
I I ! I ! |

Black | 364 940 | 242 000 | 203 902 | 127 029 | 15 970 019°’ |
| ! | | | |

Coloured ) 2 347 | 733 | 1 962 | 704 | 2 %54 039 ]
| | | | | o |

Asian ] 2 487 | - | 55 | - | 794 639 |
l 1 4 I | |

[ | I ! B o !

TOTAL | 457 271 | 263 734 | 231 034 | 141 431 | 23 771 970 |
| | | I l l

a) R.S.A. Dept. of Statistics : Statistical news release, 16-9-8B0, pp.5-G
b) Ekstimates as explained in text.
c) Excluding Republics of Transkei, Bophuthatswana and Vendu which had a combined de facto

population of 3 387 800 in 1978 (1980 figures unavailuble) - 5. A T R.R. SURVEY OF RACE
RELATIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA, 1979, p.71.




The population statistics described above are summarized in lable [

ECONUMIC SITUATION.

Economic considerations were reported by the respondents as
constituting the central problem of their farming lives,. When,
tor example, they were asked to select four factors which
exercise the most unfavourable influence on their <farming, the
overwheliming majority stressed their high production costs and
low market prices tor their products. The relative stress on

different problems can be seen i1n Tablie D.

TABLE D
PROBLEMS NO . “ W
Low prices for farming products 308 8%,z
Prlce ot tarming necessitie .304 8y, !
High interst on |oans 185 S53.6
Distances to farming necessities 155 44,y
High |abour costs 126 38.95
Avatlability of |abour 133 32.7
1 Unproductive 1abour 85 24,6
% Security Situation 49 14,2
\ Non-working blacks on tarms 31 8,9

When asked to i1ndicate the reasons for the high rate ot white
depopulation o+ tarms 1n the:ir area, a similar stress on economic

difticuities emerqges, Of thre 278 respondents whose personal




triends had abandoned tarming tn the:ir area, 76.1% tndicated that

these +tri1ends had done so on account of the unprotitability of
tarming.

Farmers n South At+trica have a reputation for thetr negative
presentation o+ the profitabrl ity of their occupation. In the
present case, however, their claims are strongly supported by
factual evidence. Over the period 1Yé6U/t to 1970/1, prices of
farming necessities on a national basis Increased by
approximately 177, This climbed steeply to 1824 from 1970/1 to
1v728-9. (10 Against these fiqures, national agricut tural

product-prices increased by 141X between 197U/1 and 1978/%7 (11
The unfavourable profitability situation indicated by these
fiqures helps to explain the fact that the number of white
tarmers 1n South Africa dropped from an estimated 1086 000 in 1940
to about 72 000 in 1978.¢(12)

This exodus from the agricultural sector has continued unabated

and although more recent official statistics are not available,

Pt is estimated that there was a further drop of 3 563 by the

beginning of 1979, (13»

THE NORTHWESTERN TRANSUAAL .

In this cattie +farming region a stark picture of economic
disintegration became apbarent. The average net income per
tarming wunit was R12 058 in 1976/77 -- a 20 1ncrease since
1973/4. In the period 1(9746/7 to 1977/8 the average ingome

declined sharply to R10 233 =~- a drop of 18,44 below the
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197374 figure.(14)

An analysis of the economic situation on the Northwestern
Transvaal farms based on 1978/79 figures concluded that the nett

income per R100 capita! investment was, on average, R!1,45 and
that average net i1ncome per farming unit was R3 941 -- betore
payment of annual interest commitments on an average debt of

R3 994. (1M

This Kind of income structure (which makeas no allowance tor the
impact of inflation> leaves littie doubt abﬁut the substance
underlying the respondents- articulation of their economic
difficulties.

THE EASTERN TRANSUAAL

A notably 1less pronounced regression in economic conditions

obtained here. The economic conditions in the Eéstern Iransvaal
have tong made 1t one of the most popular areas ot whte
population qrowth in South Africa. (167 1t 1e thus cleariy

dietinquishatte +trom the Northwestern Transvaal.

Comparing the total o+ annual averagqge farming 1hcome in  three
typicat Eastern Transvaal districts and three typrcad
Nor thwestern 1ranvaal districts, it is found that farming 1ncome

In 1960 1n the Eastern Transvaal was more than dohble that 1n the
Nor thwestern 1l1ransvaal. (17) It was found that more or less the
same difference between these two areas applted 1n 1970,

This 15 made clear by comparing the percentage of tarmina un:ts
which were Incapable of generating a net i1ncome of RZ 3500 per

annum tn 1970. This percentage was 44,8 i1n the case ot the three




Northwestern Transvaal districts, and 29,6 for the Etastern

fransvaal districts. (18) In 1970, 42 of the net annual farming

family incomes in the Northweste%n districts and 234 1n the
Eastern districts were under R2 00O0. (1?) Added perspective on
thege figures 18 revealed by the fact that an otficial committee
of Inquiry into agricul ture estimated a net income o+ R3 S00 as
the minimum whereby these farmers could maintain an acceptable
standard of living under conditions prevailing i1n 1%970. 200 1t
ts also worth noting that the average net 1ncome o0+ white

tamiiies in South Africa i1n 1970 was R3 774, while the income of

297 of these families wae under R2 458, (217 vomparing these
natronal tncome figures with the above-mentioned tarming tigures,
Pt is apparent that the Eastern Transvaal respondents in this

study compared far more favourably with national figures than the

Nor thwestern Transvaal respondents.

At  the time of writing this paper (February 1984) the relevant
1980 census material was not ret available, but the writer s
cbservations and interviews indicate that the passage of nine
years (betore the commencement of this study) had not
significantly skewed the contrasts described above. The

situation today has not changed significantly.:

The disparity outlined may partially account for answers to the
questiont “In general how would you describe your life in your
area?" When otfered a choice of answers, the following
discrepancies emerged:

very good satisfactory unsatifactory not good at alli

N Tyl 11,14 64,74 13,94 10,3%
East Tl  50,5% 46,27, 3,27 0,07,
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What 1s particulariy striking is that 64,7%4 of Northdestern
1ransv€al faréérs indicated satls{aétién with thefr Ilées.
despi;e objective econom{c deprivation _and other problems.
Respondenis. who painted an extremely bleak .picture of the
ecoﬁomic qualityl‘of their lives and yet ﬁarked. "satisfactory"
were probed for an explanation of this apparent anomaly. The
answers tended to take, the form of a resigned shrug of the
shoutders and statements such as ., "What does it help to

comptain?"; or "Uns moet maar vasbyrt.”

The writer’s interviews and observations with a. number of"
agricuitural experts indicated that the economic backward s)ide

in the Northwestern Transvaal had probably increased during the
1970°s <(especially in the period 1978/9) compared toughé E;stefﬁ‘
Transvaal. During this.period, the sudden large increases in the
price of fue\ h|t_the bushveld farmers harder than- the Eastern
Trancvaal. farmers, since the- former. do not have accessz to
electrici ty power:  lines.

There are a number ot reasonsg for the retrogressive economic
’ . . A )
performance of the Bushveld Farmers:

CLIMACTIC CONDITIONS:
Very tow raintall and high temperatures impose a severe strain on
qrazing =~-- the li1tfe blood of‘the cattle tarmer. Expenstive teed

+

has to be purchased whern the veld cannot sustain cattle, or

cattie have to be markKeted 1n large numbers, invariably at a

loss.




The <climate also adversely attects crop growers, and ncreases
- -

the risk of veld fires that can cause a total loss of itncome,

HIGH EXPENDITURE::
Marketing costs increase significantly because oOf the 1arge
distances to be travelled -- transport costs rose by 3504

between 1970-77 with an added surge 1n the wake of the escalation

of South African fuel-prices during 197%. (22> Nor does the
cattle production peak in this area correspond with the period of

high red meat demand (October to December.) (23

Long distances travelled to obtain farming necessities, visit
doctorse or reach schools Increase the fuel consumpt:on of these
tarmers. fravel over long distances on bad roads shortens the

lite-span of vehicles and increases maintenance costs.

LABOUR SHORTAGES:

Farmers complain that the wages they can afford to pay cannot
compare with those available to unskilled black workers 1n mining
and i1ndustry. Cash wages, which are supplemented by mealie meal
and meat, at the time of the study generally varied between R20 -
R40 per month.

Despite 1nflux control laws designed to ensure an adequate supply
of tarm 1abour, farmers complain that they still cannot get the
necessary |abour. (24)

in the words of one respondent: "They head for the bright
lights, coca-cola, white bread and ?ish and chips of the big

cities,"y and when they return to visit “they infect the farm

11




-

r

workers with talk about politics and news Of black strikes tfor

higher wages.”

Uverall._ distinct respondent preference for local plac& people
and for the local race situation 1n general over other areas n
the country s .apaparent. These preferences were  typically
accompanied by Suih references as one to the *restfblness and
peace in our‘area aS'opbosed to the ﬁurnihg and marchtng_Jn the

rest of the country.”

HOMELANDS ¢

The creation of Black “homeland” states has 3159- provided a
refuge for wqhkers who are either unable to find employment n

the major urban centres (or are legally prevented from doing <o)

and who preter a sub%istence type existgnce in the‘~jhomel§nds“

gwhere they aré‘peyond the reach of white coercion) . tc working

tor avanlabLelaancultura{ waqes. Th:g cateqory qf peopie prouved

a source ot particular ice to rfsponden}s and +9und,_nrobab|e

expression K1 the fact that 91,5% ot respgndgnts CQn5|der§d_
“lazinesg” to .be one of thf char;cterlstlcs most applticable to
blacks 1n South Africa. Discussions ot the homeland policy ot .
the qovernment qenerally elicited some varjant of a reterence to..
blacks “"sittinq under & tree“ 1n areas procured tor théem at the

whti te taxparers expence.

UNEMPLOYED FAMILIES LIVING ON FARMS.
Most respondents have large concentrations of wunemployved black

women and <children and old men on their farms for whom they

12




neverthetess oprovide tn the absence ot younger able-bodiea men
who have departed tor greener pastures of the towns. une ot the
respondents expresed the problem i1n these fterme: "1} the >»oung
men Qo away to work t+or the b:g m:ne bosses white we have to 120K
atter their t+amilies.” This sentiment was articulated by a
temate respondent 1n the wake ot having been called cut tate at
night to assist with the birth ot a Black woman € tenth c¢n.'d.
rear iy tU¥, ot the respondernts reterred to the presence ot larqge
numbers ot "non-working blacks" as one ot the +cur mayor problems

orn their +arme. 2ee ixnle O

HIGH AGE, LOW EDUCATION:

The average ot the maie farmer i1n the MNorthwestern Transvaal
Bushveld is 48, while 26,2% have eight years of schooling or less
and S0.8% have ten »ears of schooling or less.

studies of age and educat:iona)l breakdowns +or the Eastern
fransvaal tarmers as a whole are unavallablie but the +igures
derived +rom the respondents in thigs area are:

average age: 41 years

Eight yeare of schooling or less: 3,2%

fen years or iess schooling: 26,9%.

lhese tiqQures indicate a marked contrast between these two areas.

rsee lable &)

However as education increases, there 15 a narrowing ot the qap
between the two regions, At the educatronal level of a

university degree the difterence between the two qroups 15 only

T Y |



TABLE E

RESPONDENTS ' EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

A [ i ] 7Tt T N
) | . ey b o | N-W. & E. TVL (N=345) ! ALL RESPONDENT:
| ] N-W. TVL (N = 252) ) E. TVL (N = 93) | MALE (N - 18%) | FEMALE (N - 160) | (N . 344
| . ' I I | | !

KDUCAT ION - ——— - —— —
! ! I T I . | 1 [ I T
| | COUNT | % | COUNT | % ] COUNT | "% ] COUNY ] % | COUNT | % -
| | | | o | l | | ! i _
| [ f I ] ] I ] ! I [
| Sub o - St 6 | 0o | 26,C | 3 | 3,2 i 38 ] 20,45 | 30 | 18,9 | 68 | 19,8
I | | ! | 1 | ! | | I
| st 7| 15 | 6,0 | 1 ] 1,1 | 10 | H,4 i 6 | 4,8 | 16 | 4,
I | ! | | | | | | | |
| st & a7 | 18,7 | 21 | 22,6 | 34 | 18,4 | 34 | 21,4 ] 6t | [T
| | | : ] I - | ] ! ! I
| st 9 | Vi ] 2,8 | 4 y 4,3 | 6 |. 5,2 | 5 | 3,1 | 11 | 5,
| | } - | o | | I f ‘ |
| st 10 | 55 | 21,8 | 31 | 33,3 | 47 o254 19 o244 | 86 [T
I | ] | 1 | | I | | f
[ SL 10 ana dip* | 37 | 14,7 | 21 | 22,6 | 24 } 12,9 | KL S O : B 59 | lu,
| I | | | ! I ! | ! !
I Univ. degree | 24 ] 9,9 | 12 ) 12,9 | 26 ] 11,0 | 11 | 6,9 | ¥/ i 10, ¢
i | | I | i I | | | I

' The majority of these diplomas are of a 1-2 year educational, technical or apricullural nature.
¢ L




3% <10% and 137 respectively) =-- a univers)ty degree rate that
would compare favourable or perhaps surpass the rate 1n many
other tarming areas of SA.

But the common incidence of high age and generaly low educational
qualitications are counterproductive 1n the careful management,
accounting and scientific techniques necessary for the modern

farmer to survive economically.

Respondents, mainly in the Northwestern Transvaal, felt depriveda
in respect ot almost all of the everyday facilities which are at
the disposal of other sections of their fellow (white) citizens.
Foremost among these are satisfactory schooling taciltties for
their children. Because of depopulatsion, many tarm schools that
cater for primary classes are conetantly threatened with closure,
Many Bushveld schols survive through the willingness ot farmers
to provide a home for orphane or weltfare department children from
urban areas 1n order to supplement school enrolments, In some o+t
the larqger prtmary schools which have hostel taxciitties thece
deprived children sometimes constitute up to BUY ot the total
number of pupils. Parents who are not prepared to ptlace their
very younq chiidren in boarding schools and who are too 1solated
to justify the provicion ot a school bus serwvice, are then often
compelled to travel long distances each day. The smaller
outly»ing +t+arm schools which <csometimes have as few as +orty
pupils, also have difticulty 1n attracting young unmarried
teacherse who are put off by the lonelinece and abcence ot
amenities. A number of thege schools, with which the writer

become wel acquainted. are dependent upon wives (some well past




retirement ‘ag;) of local farmers to fil) €€SCh'“9 vacancies,
while pre-primary education faciltities are non-existent. The only
high schools are Jlocated in the larger rural towns and as a
result almost all children of this age are weekly borders. This,
in  turn, serves as an additional drain on parents’ time and
money, with some parents having to travei 350 Kms every week-end
to tetch and return their children to school.

Respondents who are parents of young children perceive the worth
of education (n a competitive modern environment. In many cases,
encountered by the writer, an awareness of this Kind is made more
acutg by what t1s seen as an escalating and ultimately_ineuitable
tull-scale competition between black and white +tor embloyment

opportunities. . )
When asked to express a preterence between the educational

situation in their own area compared to elsewhere, only 21,6% of
the respondents in the Northwestern Transvaal favoured their own
area. That a higher percentage (43,54) of respondents in the
Eastern Transvaal similarly favoured their own area, is
attributable largely to the population stability of the area
which has negated problems of this gsort occasioned by
depdgulation in the Northwestern Transvaal. The Eastern

Transvaal has many more large towns with commensurately more
extensive amenities than _the amall farming villages of the
Nor thwestern Transvaal Bushveid. In general @crms. the economic
and demographic gsituation in the Eastern Transvaal is more

conducive to a stable educational structure.

15




RELIGION

Religion playe a significant and highly visible role in the lives
of the respondents. (Nederduits Geretormeerd: 69 S
Gereformeerd: 9,9%: Hervormd: 14,57 and other: 2,8

Oniy 3,5% of respondents stated no denominationai atftliation.
Over 704 attend church services at least once every two weeks
while wunder 5/ seldom or never do so. About S07 of each group
have to travel between 40 and 50 Kms to attend Sabbatth services.

Many respondents mentioned that were it not for the additional

tuel expensea involved they would attend church more otten.
Nearly 807 of ali respondents still indulge in a daily religious

practice that most often involves listening to a short religious
service over the radio and in fewer cases hoiding a family
devotion in the +torm of a Bible reading. a prayer and sometimes
the singing of a hymn. In almost every home grace i1s said betore

and atter every meal.

1t could be conjectured that rel1qQious intiuences have attected
the relative stability ot the respondent s family tives. Ut the
345 respondents, $5,7% were married and 65,6 ot the couples had
three or more children while 33,8% had tour or more. U+ all the
respondents only {,7 had been divorced. 1t 18 theretore not
sSUrprisiIing to +ind hat whwen asked to exercise a preterence
between the qualtty fo family lite in their own rural environment
ags opposed to elsewhere, %1,8/4 ot the respondents chose their own

s1tuation.

A e 3




OOMMUNITY LIFE AND PROBLEMS:

Only 14,94 of respondents in the Northwestern 7Transvaal are
5atisf|eq Awuth health facilities in their area compared with
54.9% of the eastern Transvaal respondents., Deteriorating public
services and lack of power-iine electricity are seen by Northern
Transvaal respondents ;s further impediments to the quality of
Tife. Many post offices have shut on account of insufficient
postal traffic and farmers either have to fetch mail from the
nearest town or wait an unsatistactorily long period on account
of curtaileq postal deliveries.

in an age of television, thse farmers also <teel deprived in
respect of quality of reception, where reception indc?d is
possible at all. Respondents who have television sets (Si,24 in
the Northwestern Transvaal and 70,04 in the Eastern Transvaal
have to spend substantial sums of up to Rt 800 on special
reception-boosting equipment. The sense of deprivation among
those respondents unable to acqu;re reasonable television
reception needs to be seen in the context of the absence of other
forms o? evening entertainment within a reasonable distance. In
one portion of the NW Transvaal, stretching for nearly 130 kms
long and 40 kms wide and occupied by about 2350 families, there
are two tennis courts. These are located on the grounds of one-
of the large rural schools and are patronized by the more wealthy
farmers who can aftord the time and money involved. Some travel
30 kms for a game of tennisy for the rest no !'ocal alternative

sporting amenities exist.

1?7




Depopulation in the Northwestern Transvaal has also led to a
decrease or breakdown of regular inter-family vigiting which had
been the outlying farmers’ trad:tional substitute tor lack ot

other recreational facilities.

Moat ot the vacated land has gone to absentee farmers.

More attractive emoployment opportunities in non-agricultural
sectors and the more intensive nature of modern farming, [
conjunction with the unprofitability ot farming (particularly In
the Northwestern Transvaal), have all contributed to the
dissolution of two-family (father and son) tarming on one farm.
0Of the 179 farms vigited during the research, onily nine hosted
father and son combinations. Legistation has also terminated the
traditional inheritance practice of a father dividing his farm
into a number of uneconomic unite, All of these developments
have 'n turn eroded intra-family cohesion and the <soCt3

supportiveness which charactertzed the lives ot earlier Atrikaner
tarminQ communi ties,

SECURITY SITUATION

Aall the respondents in this study are jocated on Scuth Africa s
trontiers. The larger group in the Northwestern lransvaal border
on Botswana and the smaller group in the Eastern Transvaal border
on Mozambique. The respondents are 1n the front lines of a
country surrounded by politicatly hostite black states, whose
public pronouncemente make no secret ot their determination to

witness and assist the demicse of white minority rule in South




Atrica. (This paper was written before the accord of Nkomati.)

ihe stategic location of the farmers on South Afr{cn’s borders
has been widely publicised in the pronouncements of prominent
péllt;;al and military teaders in the country. One South African-
general is actually on record as stating that the rural
population holds the "Key to the entire struggle® for “survival®

1n which the country is engaged. (23)

South African press reports have given reguliar and detailed

coverage to security threats in the rural areas. The following

type o+ +ront-page headlines are typical: "Police catch 170
terrorists.” (26> “"Terrorist weapons Seized" (27) "Yendaland is

ideal hiding-ptace for terrorists" (28) “"We must protect our

border tarms" (29) etc.

Press references to SA’s border security problems have been
given boogted emotive salience by South Africa’s participation
in the conflict on Namibia‘s northern borders. -Insurgent attacks
on white farms in this area receive extensive - press publicity

with few of the traumatic details spared (30)

Political spokesmeﬁ have echoed the military in expressing
concern about the impact of white depopulation on the security
situation in the border area.(31) Organised agriculture has also
added its voice to stressing the "extremeiy important stategic
rote” plared by border farmers. This theme has featured strongfy

in the appeals of farmers for official measures to assist. the
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economy of the border areas and so create conditions for white

repopulation. (32)

Far-mlng Journats also give prominence to security 1ssues, giving

advice on defence and reporting incidents of insurgencyr. (33)

But how do the respondents who actually live in these areas
perceive the situation? When the writer entered the +i1eld,
informed by the common and broadly expressed concern tor the
security climate 1n the research areas, 1t was anticipated that

the same concern would dominate the minds of the vast majority o+

respondents, In fact, the responses evoked neqated this
expectation. When asked whether they preferred the security
g¢ituation in their own areas to that elsewhere in South Africa,

53,4, ot the respondents as a whole chose their own areas while
onlty 21,84 tound the situation preferable in other areas. (24,8
were uncertain about therr preterencec,)

lhe corresponding figures tor the Morthwestern fransvaal and the

Eacstern Transvaal respondents were

NW Tul Eastern 1vi
Freter Own Area 46,24 72.8%
Prefer other areas 23,97 16,37
Not sure 30, U 10,99
Iln another quest:on respondents were given a li1st ot nine tactors

which were hypothesized as having an untavourable attect on the

qual ity ot their lives. See Table L.
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In the case ot the Northwestern Transvaal, 19.,5% of the
respondents selected the security situation from the list, while
only 3,3/ ot those from the Eastern Transvaal did so. When the
14,27, ot al) respondents who selected the "security situation” is
analysed in terms of sex. it 18 +tound that'22.3Z ot the females

and 7.8 o+ the males specified the “security situation.”

The main point to emerge +from this summary o+ statistics ig that
the security issues occupy a relatively low-stated priority in
the minds of thc.respondents. To the extent that secur?ty
anxieties exist, the;v ;;;ear to be decidediy wmore pr;;ounced
among -respondents of the Northwestern Traansvaal than those of
the Eastern frqnsvaal, while temaltes are more oroné to security
concerns than males.

The regional differenfes were surprising because Eastern
Transvaat respondents border directly on Mozambique which has
afforded a South African headquarters to the African National

Congress which 18 committed to the revolutionary overthrow of the

present power structure In S%uth Africa.

Th: exp{anation probably IIES. in the fact. (hat- the whito
depopulation of the Nortthstern Transvaal border areax (in
combination with its ektensive cattle rancging.economy has left
these areas sparsely populated by whites in contrst with an
absence of depopulation and the mixed more intensive nature of
smaller farming operations in the Eastern Transvaal.

The writer's <field experiences and in particular his contacts
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with key informants indicate, however, that answers to security
related questions on the part of many respondents should not be
taken &t face value, Discussion ot security i1ssuee, espectally
with outsiders, Is unpopular among border farmers. In many
instances, reference to this topic would be met with the
responge: “We are much safter than you peoplie in the cities”, or
"l am not at all scared of the terrorists® or “Terrorism is not a
factor here. This i8 the most peaceful part of the country.
Just compare our gituation with the bombs and rioting 1n th rest

of the country.".

Those who argue tn this manner may simply be indulging tn a form

of anxiety or fear represston. They do not want to abandon their
tarms, It may aisoc be noted that 94,2/ of the respondents
replied in the atfirmative to te question: "Would you say that

whatever the problems you may be experiencing I'n your area »ou
would still nevertheless prter your present lite to a li1te 1n EY
crty?2 In prevailing &nd anticipated circumetances the
propensi ty to rationalize and repress anxieties about security

probliems may be required for psychological surwvival.

The border farmers are also conscious ot the tact that the
assocration which 1s popularly made between the term “border
area’ and rnsurQency , does not auqur well tor the economic
development and desired white population ot thece areas, The
border +armers, especially tn the Northwestern Transvaal, have
made concerted attempts to persuade the government to invest

targe sums ot money 1n the uplittment ot their areas and they
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realise that this money ts unlikely to be forthcoming 1f it
appears that they will vacate their tarms as a direct result of
security problems. Farmers i1n both of the research areas of this
have already experienced dfticulty 1n their dealingg with private

+inancial institutions, who have been hesitant to -grant Iloans

against the security of border farmland.

At this stage a “Let ' s-wait—and-see} What—eige—-can-we-do?"
atti tude probably best characterizes qeneral security
perceptions.

4

in the meantime, all respondents have equipped their homes with

radio communication and most have large and ferocious dogs.

They use .their elected agricul tural and politicﬂl
representatives to press for added %ecurity measures in their

areas. These include stepping up of patrols on international

borders, the stationing of‘soldiers in the border areas during
their national services gFants for protective farm house
installations such as security fencings ~added 'securiiy for

schoo! busesi the tarring of roads as an impediment to land mines
and aided-settiement schemes for ex—-Rhodesian farmers who are

experienced in bush~war conditions.

Concern has also been articulated about the security implications
of absentee landiord ownership of vast tracts of land in tthe

Northwestern Transvaal. 8Such landownders have long been a source
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o+ aggravation to the bona tide resident tarmers., The former are
usually wealthy protessional people who purchase +arming land
with a view to capitat apprectration and as an Inflation hedge and
sor in order to avord taxation on their larqge professsional

Incomes.

Demand for available farming land, swelled by the marKet interest
of professional people, has had the effect ot driving land prices
up to levels which ordinary farmers can rarely match. (34 As a
resuylt ot the absentee landlord factor, prospective young tarmers

¥ind it difficuitor impossible to enter farming. (33

From the sgsecurity viewpoint, Key 1ntormant respondents in the
Nor thwestern Transvaal noted that absentee | andowners further

deprive the community of able-bodied <(white) men able to do

ther share of local commandc dutiecs. That +tarme are tett
entirely under the superwision ot black foremen tor lenathy
stretches withou *any contro!t" was also a source of <security

concern to respondents.

During the +i1eld rsearch for this study the FROMUTION OF THE
DENSITY OF POPULATION IN DESIGNATED AREAS ACT  (Act 87 of 1979
was promuylgated. In a publticshed statement, the Deputy Minister
ot Agriculture announced that this Act was necessary tn order

that "Depopulation should be countered :n certa:n strategically

si1tuated areas."” (36) This Act 1S, in reality, exclusively
concerned with measures to promote the i1nflow ot whites. To this
end provision 's made 1n the Act tor exceedingly favourable
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tinancral assistance to #arm;}sbwho are located in, or who move
to areas designated qé? the government.(37) The first such
‘designation took place in February 1983 and referred to an area
approxtmately S0 Kms i1nland from South Africa’s borders with
Botswana and Zimbabwe and 30 kms i1nland from‘ the Mozambigque
border. (38)

LABOUR RELATIONS

The shortaqge of black labour experienced by farmers in this study

18 relevant  not only to understanding the economic c)imate tn
which they live, but also illuminates and carries implications,
as typitied by the following response: "As a result of the

shor tage of labourers no emplorer (“baas’) can any ilonger afford
to treat his labourers in any way that is other than decent and
coﬁci&iatorr. We farmers are dependent on them and the blacks
Know it only too well. It requires a fine sense of diplomacy in
order to recru}t |ab§urers. to Keep them and then to get a day's
work out -of fhem.'

Harshness and physical assault of black workers by farmers, which
may: welil have been found in earlier periods, was naot  observed.
Un the contrary, inter—face relations with workers were generally
characterized by behaviour ranging from friendly paternatlism to
coldness and an authoritariaﬁ indifference. In the main,
manifestation of such bchav{our patterns was usually a function
of the general personality of the respondent ’involved. I+ a
respondent was a friendly, outgoing or jovial person‘ in
relationships with whites he would tend to replicate these

characteristics in dealings with his black workers. If on the
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other hand, a respondent was generally reserved or unfriendiy,
these traits would also filter into retationhips with black
employees. Even the latter group of respondents, In the writer's

experience, rarely shouted at or verbally abused their workers.

In one such observed case, A& black worker evoked a torrent of
abuse after smashing higs empioyer’s vehicle. On another
occasion a black worker suffered a similar fate atter using his
employer’s tractor, without permission, to visit friends (after

the tractor had had to be towed in for repairs folliowing a

breakdown.) This was, in fact, the second occasion on which the
worker had used the tractor without permission. That this
worker s services were neverthelese retained is signiticant

testimony to the dependence of respondents on a limited supply
o+ labour. The handful of physical assaults on blacks of which
the writer was informed by respondents, were apparentiy

attributable to situatione I1n which the tarmer had lost control

in the face of what he saw as unbearable provocation. in  one
case, a resnondeqt in discussing relations with his Bblack
workers, mentioned tht they tn fact constituted his only
companitons. He collaboratively taboured with them ail day lonq
and tn his view, life would be miserable were relationships
characterized by unremitting tension and emnity. He reqretted
having to admit, however, that on one occasion he had lost his

temper and beaten up one of his worker who had got drunk and

neqlected to water his cattie tor a serious len gth ot timne.
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Infrequency o+ qross behaviour towards black workers 1s probabiy

turther related to warnings from the authorities to the farmers
that 'n any deteriorating security-situation, their safety will
heavily depend on worker willingness to co-operate in anti-
insurqgency strategyr. When the respondents were asked to

describe relations with black workers, 54,34 said they were “very
qood” while 39,97 said that they were "satisfactory.” Only 4,74
characteri1zed relations with black workers as “unsatistactory” or

“very bad."

As far as those percentage breakdowns are concerned, there was

hardly any ditterence between respondents from the two regions.

Those respondents who felt that their retations with their black
workers were satisfactory or very good were then asked to
indicate to what they ascribed this situation. In a breakdown of
reasons advanced, 41,9% of the respondents ascribed the
satisfactory relationships to the fact that they treated their
workers well and +airly. These respondents usually
volunteered how, for example, they tended to the health ot their
workers, made certain that they had sufficient to eat, listened
sympathetically to problems or how they did not expect their
workers to work any harder than they themselves were prepard

to do.

Another section (38,3%) ot the respondents singled out the fact
that they understood the black man’s language and traditions and

that this Knowledge of the “Black mentality® enabled them to
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apply a psychological strategy whereby they could empathise wi th
cand make aliowances for) the problems and failings of their

workers,

Interestingly 12,47 of respondents focussed on their recogntion
of the need to respect the black man‘s "dignitty as a human

being”.
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